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“Press 3 Asent at a reported salary .of approximately $7,200 a yeare She was 


- and ray warfare for the Atomic Energy Commission. These articles had been suiediked: 


TO. : Director, FBI ye : DATE:. November 19, 1947 | 
FROM, MBP SAC, Oklahons City: - . Ca ee 
- wv i) Me : : re : S = 
SUBJECT: HAD LIME G? roe MERCHANT er hey, a 
ATOHIC EWERGY ACT. = feet .. 
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8 is = 
: on Gstcher ‘14, 1947 Mr. P, ile ZINE: MAL, ‘Security Officer, 
Tinker. Field, -Oklanoma City, advised this office that the above named individual 
appeared at Tinker Field on that date, attemotins to obtain employuent as a 


a he 


interviewed by Kr. JUVSEAL under the voretext of beings a Personnel Counselor, 
and she advised that sne had been writing articles on atomic, nuclear, ionic, 


to the War Department for ATC. She clained to have been in close contact-with 
scientists of Los. Alamos, New Mexico, and her divorced husband, BENSOIi- iGRCHANT, 
one of the origsinal-engineers at that facility. She also claimed to be in close 
contact with FBI Agent FENNER (phonetic) at Santa Fe, New Mexico. Hrse MERCHANT 
advised that she was presently residing with her mother, Mrs. H. §-HYSRS, 918 
Northeast 18th Street, Oklah 10719, City. i - 


Li. “JUVERAL ae that MERCHANT did not give any iaforawtion 
which sould be .construed -as confidential, “but claimed to have written articles 
under her maiden™nane, MADELINE: CINE, on.various. theories, and that thsse 
articles. had met with wide acclaim. Ur.’ JUVENAL e2 :pressed the opinion that pry 


Mrs. 3@RCHANT was orobably a.psychovathic case. She claimed that she was well 
kmown to the FBI, AEC, and Ue S.° Says ; 


“By seleeyee dated October 14, 1947 the El Paso Office was 
requested to furnish this office with any information in their files concerning 
iis o MERCHANT. : 


| By teletype of the same date the El1-Paso Office advised 
that Mrse WADELINE GuYNHE MORCHANT had visited the Santa Fe Resident Agency, 
at which time she advised that she had received several reports concorning 
light objects seen at nisht and followed by explosions. She claimed to.be a 


' student of radio waves and reportedly discussed the above flying objects wit 


officials of AEC’, Los Alemos, New Kexico, including SIDN=Y NEABERGER, Chief of 
Intellicence. LERCHANT was also reported to have written the Secretary of ‘far 


-and other government officials. concerning her theories. The El Paso Office 


advised that officials of the AEC, Los Alamos, consider ! MERCHANT to be unreliable 
.and possibly not well balanced mentallye 
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Director, FBI November 19, 1947 
Re: Madeline Gwynne Merchant 
Atomic Energy Act 


On October 22, 1947 Mrs. MERCHANT personally appeared at the 
Oklahoma City Office, at which time she stated that she wanted to report that 
on October 10, 1947 a disc was sighted north of Oklahom City by her step-father 
and mother. This disco was traveling from the east, apparently going in a semi- 


circle to the northeast. She requested that this information be furnished to the 


Bureau for transmittal to appropriate Army officials. 
It was apparent that Mrs. MERCHANT is suffering fron some 


mental disorder and it was noticeable that she has dropsy. It is not’ believed 
that she is reliable and no investigation will be conducted by this office. : 


CC: El Paso 


DRS :bnm 
117-3 


NW#:58950 DocId: 34278200 


——— 


Director, FBI. Hovenbor 19, 1947 
SAC, Gislahoma City 


HADELINE GWYHNE URRCHANT 
ATOMIC EWERGY ACT 


On Ostobor 14, 1947 itr. Pe Ue JUVENAL, Soourity Officer, 
Tinker FPiold, Okinhoma City, advised this offico that the above naaed individual 
appeared at Tinkor Field on that date, attempting to obtain employment as a 
Pregs Agent at a reported salary of approximately $7,200 a years She me 
interviowed by Hr. JUVHENAL under the pretext of boing a Persomoel Counsolor, 
and che advised that she had beon writing articles on atomic, nuslear, ionic, 
and ray mrfare for the Atomic fuergy Cemaiseion. These artiolés had boon submitted 


to tho Wer Departasnt for ATO. She claimed to have ‘been in close contact with 


scientists of Los Alamos, Hew Mexico, and her divorced hustand, ‘BEESON WEROHAUT, 

ona of tho original engineers at that fuoility. She also claimed to be-in close 

contact with FBI Agent PEWHER (phonetic) at Santa Fe, Now Moxico. Rrge. MERCHANT 
advised that she was presently residing with hor aie roe He Es aes 518 


Horthsast 18th. Stroct, Oklahoma Citye 


ttre JUVERAL advised that MERCHANT did not give any - 4nforsation | 

which ‘could be oonetrusd-as confidential, but olaimed-to have writter articles 

under bsr maiden name; HADSLIBE GWYHHE, on various theories, and that thease: | 
articles had mot with vido aselaim, Yr, JUVEWAL oxprossed.tbe opinion that . 

Hirde MERCHANT. was probably a psyohopathio eases Sho’ dlaimed that sho was woll 

known -to the - PBI, AEC, and Us Ss: Arnye j 

! 


By teletype dated Ootobor 14, 1947 the 81' Paso. ortice was 
requested to furnish thie offices with any’ information in their Piles ooncorning 
Mrs» MERCHANT. ; 

‘By telatyps of the sane date the a Paso Office, advices 
that. Mre». HADELIB® GHYAUB HERCHAST had visited ths Sazta Fo Rosident Agensy, 


at which time she advised that she had reeaived several reports concerning - 


light otjoots seon at night and followed by explosions. Sho claimd to ba a 
student. of radio waves and reportedly. discussed the above flying objects. with 
officials of AEC, Los Alamos, Hew Mexico, inoluding SIDNEY SSWBERGER, Chief of 
Tntelligonde. MERCHAN? was also roported to have written the Secretary of War 
and othor government officials conserning her theories. The Bl Faso Office 
advised that officials. of the ARC, Los Alamos, considor MERCHANT to be uareliablo 
and possibly not well balanced mentallye 
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Dircotor, FBI ye : Hovesber 15, 1947 
Rot Kadeline Cuynne Moretant f 
Atomic Bnorgy Act 


On Coteber 22, 3847 Ere, USRCHANT pocsomnliy aepaned at the 
exianaca Gity Office, at which tim she stated that she wanted to rozerd that 
on Gotobder 16, 1947 e dice vas sightod north of Okinham City by her etep-father 
ami mother. Thie diss ws traveling fras tho east, appareatly goizg in a somi~ 
eirele to tho serthsast. Sho requosted that this information bo furnished to tho 
Bureau for transmittal to appropriate Adray officials. 


It wis apparent that Ure. MERCHANT is sufferings from sous 


gontal Gisorder and it wag noticasdie thet ere has drogsye It is not believed 
that she is reliablo and no investigation will be sondusted by this offiate 
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TO" MR. D. M. LADD DATE:November 19, 1948 i 
i Te Al hs . 
FROM + MR. H. 3B. FLETCHER yet ALL INFORMATION conrpytes \ ae. sors 
ee HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED? itr: Clegg 
i SUBJECT: (MRS, Mr. Glavin 
| mn JECT: MRS. MADELINE ows WERcHAND DATE oleh y BYG6Z OF [1A/rstw': oe 
‘ ir. bone — ‘ 
; eee Attached is a request from the Army Air Forces for an investiga-  - Pension 
: ne tion into the "background, objectives and reliability"of the- captioned Sete. Soca 


> 


r subject. 


/ 


Juvenal, Security Officer, Tinker Field, Oklahoma City, advised on Octote 
t 1947, that in his opinion Mrs. Merchant was probably a psychopathic case | 
‘Pile 62-83894 Serial 37 contains information wherein Mr. Sydney Newburge} Wry i 
Chief of Security and Intelligence for the AEC at Los Alamos, stated officia¥s ss | 
of the AEC consider the subject unreliable and probably not well balanced. &, 


A review of Bureau files reflect in file 117-286-1 that Mr. P. M. 


In the same serial, the El Paso office stated Mrs. Merchant personally ap sn aie 
at the Oklahoma City office of -the Bureau on October 22, 1947, to sacs rma~ = 4 
tion concerning "flying disks". It is stated: > ; 
"It was apparent Mrs. Merchant is suffering from some mental disorder: | 
and it was noticeable that she has dropsy. It-is not believed that 
she is reliable.....! , 

A card is maintained in the Crime Records Section of the Bureau indicat- 
_ ing that Mrs. Merchant may be mentally ill. 
| 


\ 


ACTION: ‘ = %, 


In view of the above information, the Army Air Forces may not desire 
that the investigation requested be conducted. It is suggested that this 
memorandum be directed to the Liaison Section and the substance of the above 
be orally furnished to the Army Air Forces at which time a determination should 
be made as to whether that Agency still desires any action taken in this matter. 
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BY SPECIAL HESSENGER 


a EX-4 Tos Atomic Enargy Commission 


Room 38, Public Health Building  ORCLASSIRED ¥ L0AO4 bed Vie 
Washington, D. Ce ON fo| aks 
Attenticn: Rear Admiral Jonn & Gingrich 

Director of Security and Intelligence 


From: _dohn Bdgar Hoover, Lirector, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Subject: WADELINS GYYNNE MERCHANT 


i. Pe. Me Juvenal, Security Officer, Tinker Field, Oklahoma City, 
has advised the Oklahom City Office of this Bureau that Mrs. Merchant appeared 
at Tinker Field on October 14, 1947 and attempted to cbtain employment as a 
Press Agent at a reported salary of $37,200.00 a year. 


In an interview with Mr. Juvenal, she advised that she had been 
writing articles on atomic, miclear, ionic, and ray warfare for the Atomic 
Energy Commission. She claimed to be in close contact with scientists at 
Los Alamos and stated that her divorced Imsband, Benson Merchant, ras one of 
the original engineers at that facility. Mr. Juvenal advised that Nrs. 
Yerchant did not give any information which could be construed as confidential, 
but claimed to have written articles under her maiden name, Madeline Gwynne, 
on various theories and that these articles had met with wide acclain. Wr. 
Juvenal was of the opinion that Mrs. Merchant was probably a psychopathic case. 


The files of this Bureau reflect that Hrs. Merchant contacted the 
Bl Paso Office and advised that she had received several reports concerning 
light objects seen at night and followed by explosions. She claimed to be a 
student of radio waves and reportedly discussed flying objects with officials 
of the Atomic Energy Comission at Los Alamos, including Hir. Sidnyy Newberger. 
She also claimed to have written the Secretary of Yar and other Government 
officials concerning her theories. The El Paso Office has advised that officials | 
of the Commission at Los Alamos consider irs. Merchant to be unreliable and ' 
possibly not well balanced scsi 6 M7 Lyb-') 


This is being furnished: for your inforastion. 
o> 
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exe) : Director, .FBI DATE: October 28, 1949 
FROM @)sac, Oklahoma City « 
suse!’ MADELINE GHYNNE MERCHANT ae 
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT . ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED | 
, HEREIN IS UNCLASSIETED J 
Remylet 11/19/47. pate Olsfag oy @0264 


sk 

By letter dated 11/25/47 the Butte office forwarded to Pe rch? the 
original and a carbon copy of questionnaire received: by WILLIAM D. TALIZY, 
Canyon County Coroner, Nampa, Idaho, on November 20, 1947, apparently fran the 

_ above captioned individual, who gave her address as 918 N.E. 18th St., Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. Enclosed herewith is the carbon copy of the questionnaire, and 
this RELEOP is in possession of the original. 


the Butte office in their letter of November 25, 1947, advised that an 


explosion caused by. butane gas leakage occurred at Nampa, Idaho, on November 15, 


1847, Five persons were killed, 50 were injured, and three buildings were 
demolished as a result of the explosion. Mrs. FAY DORR, a waitress in the 
Canyon Cafe, across the street from the explosion, reported to the newspapers 
thet she thought she had seen "a ball of fire" at the time of the explosion. 
Mr. TALIEY advised the Butte office that he had interviewed Mrs. DORR relative 
to the "ball of fire" and that it was cocluded that Mrs. DORR had seen the 
reflection of the blast in a window of the Canyon Cafe. i 


The Butte office perueaues the Oklahoma City office to ascertain from 
Mrs. MERCHANT her reason for desiring information regarding the "ball of fire" 
\and why she requested this information be sent to the FBI Agent at Santa Fe, 
New Mexico. By letter dated December 29, 1947, this office forwarded to the 
Butte office the information contained in referenced letter to the Bureau, and 
no investigation was conducted by this office since it appeared Mrs. MERCHANT 
was not reliable and was possibly suffering from some mental disability. 


The Butte office by letter dated October 7, 1949, advises they had re- 
ceived correspondence from the above captioned on July 25, 1949, in which she 
desired information be furnished the nearest Military Security Office in that 


area in regard to seven V-shaped objects that were sighted over the Mountain Home 
' Desert, which is near Boise, Idaho, on July 24, 1949, by an unidentified pilot. 


The Butte office advised MERCHANT claimed she had received this information in 
the Daily Okl newspaper dated July 25, 1889 
/ ATT PACH RD 


Enclosed with Subject's letter was a Manta sheet” containing 18 questions 


. pertained to V-shaped objects, and’ ‘according to the Butte letter, these 


questions were very similar to ‘the ‘data: desired by Air Force Intelligence Offices 


in regard to flying saucers, discs and” other/ similar flying objects. The Butte 
wp OF fice. has advised Subject desired’ no-acknowledgment to her correspondence, but 


osurs 
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— the completed questionnaire “pefPorwarded to appropriate military security 
& horities, The Butte office has advised this information was furnished Army 


v8 


OC 117-3 


authorities at Great Falls, Montana, Air Base; Hill Field Air Base, Ogden, Utah; 
McCord Field, Washington; and the Salt Lake City office. . 


On October 3, 1949, the Butte office received correspondence from, the 
Inspector General, AAF, 15th District, OSI, Great Falls. Air Force Base, Great Falls, 
Montana. Enclosed with this correspondence to the Butte office was a letter from 
the OSI, USAF, which advised that Subject associates with knovm Communists, and’ 
is considered dangerous, and further that Subject's letter was being forwarded 
to the Air Materie] Section for evaluation. The Butte office requested the © 
Oklahana City office to obtain all information in possession of the Haadquarters 
Office, OSI, at Washington, D.C., SOREN Subject's association with known 
Communists. 

The Oklahana City office has no information concerning Subject not already 
provided to the Bureau in referenced letter, except that one Mrs. MADELINE GYYNNE 
MERCHANT, by letter to this office dated August 2, -1948, advised she had attended 
Oklahoma University in the Spring of 1935, at which time she had_attended lectures 
given by one Dr. EATON (possibly identical with HOWARD 0, EATON, Professor of 
Philosophy. ) Subject stated she was suspicious of Dr. EATON since he had recon= 
mended to her as his student, that she give serious consideration to Socialist 
or State ownership of all property. She advised that he also suggested that such 
a change in concepts might be effected by legislation, and should that not be 
effective, "mild force" or "mild revolution" might have to occur. 


The files of this office reflect HOWARD, OSBATON was Faculty Adviser. of 
+ the Equal Education Committee at the University of Oklahoma, which, according to 
informants, is controlled by Communist Party members. ; 
/ 

In -view of the above, the Bureau is requested to obtain fram the Head= 
quarters of OSI any information they have concerning Subject and/or her association 
with known Communists. No investigation will be conducted by this office 
-inasmuch as it appears from information in the file that she is mentally unbalanced. 


NW# 358950 DocId: 34278200 
| | 


Director, FBI October 2B, 1949 


| 
| SAC, Oklahona City 
MADELING GUYNNE MERCHANT ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


ATOMIC ENERGY ACT HEREIN (S UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE “BY 
Renylot 11/19/47. % 


By lettor dated 11/25/47 tho Butte office forwarded to this office the 
original and @ carbon copy of questionnaire recoived by WILLIAM D. TALLSY, 
Canyon County Coroner, Namp2, Idaho, on November 20, 1947, apparently fron the 
above captioned individual, who gavo hor address as 918 N.E. 18th St.; Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. Enclosed herewith is the carbon copy of the questionnaire, and 
this sffico is in possession bad the original. 


The Butte office in shety letter of Novembor 25, 1947, advised that an 
explosion caused by butane ‘gas.leakage occurred at Nampa, Idaho, on Hovembor 15, 
1947. Five persons were killed, 60 were injured, end three buildings wore 
demolished as a result of tho oxplosion.: ‘Urs. FAY DORR, a waitress in tho 
Canyon Cafe, across the street from. the explosion, reported to’ the newspapers 
that she thought sho had soon “a tall of fire” at the time of the-oxplosion. 
Mr, TALIZY advised the. Butte office that he ’-had: interviewed Mrs. DORR relativo 
to the "ball of fire" and’ that it-was ooeluded ‘that Mro. DORR had: seen the 
reflection of the blast in a window of the Canyon Cafe. 

The Butto ‘office requested ‘ee Oklahoma City: office to ascertain fron 
Miro. MERCHANT: hor reason for. desiring information regarding: ‘the “ball of fire" 
and why she requested this information bo sont - “to ‘tho FBI: Agent at. Santa: Fe, 
New Mexico, By ‘letter dated December 29, 1947, this jorfice forvarded to the 
Butte office the’ information contained in referenced: “etter to the Bureau, and 
no investigation was conducted by this .office since it appeared: Mra, MERCHANT 
yas not reliable and was possibly suffering-fron - ‘somo mental disability. 


Tho. ‘Butte. office by lettor dated Ootober : 7, 1949, advises: they had re= 
esived correspondence: from ‘the abovo captioned on . july 28, 1949, in, which sho 
desired information be’ furnished the nearcst uilitary Seourity Office in that 
area in regard to ‘seven V~shapod objects-that were sighted over the Mountain Hone 
Desert, which is near Boise, Idaho, on ‘July 24, 1949, ‘by an unidentified pilot. 
The Butte ‘office advised: HERCHANT claimed she- had. received this information in 
tho Daily Oklehonan news papor ° ‘dated July.25, 1949. © 


Bnolosed with Subject's: lotter was a “data sheot” containing 18 questions 
which pertained to Veshaped objects, and according: to the Butte letter, these 
questions .wre very similar to tho data desired by Air Forco Intelligence Offices 
‘in rogard to flying saucors, .discs and other similar flying ‘objects. Tho Butto 
office has advised Subject desired no aclmowledgnent ‘to’ hor correspondence, but 
requested the: comploted’ questionnaire ‘be forwarded to appropriate military socurity 
authorities, Tho Butte’ office has advised this. ‘information was furnished Arny 
Enclosurs 
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authorities at Great Falla, Montana, Air Bases Hill Field Air Beso, Ogden, Utahs 
KeCord Field, Vash ingtons and the Salt Lake City office. 


On Ootobor 3, 1949, the Butte office received correspondence fron the 
Inspeotor General, AAF, 15th District, OSI, Great Falle Air Forse Basco, Great Falls, 
Nontana. REnolused with this correspondence to the Butte offics was a letter fron 
the OSI, USAF, which advised that Subjest associates with knom Camunists, and 
is considered dangerous, and further that Subject's letter was being forwarded 
to tho Air Materiel Section for evaluation. The Eutte office requested the 
Oklahoma City office to obtain all information in possession of the Feadquartors 
Office, OSI, at Washington, D.C., concerning Subject's association with known 
Communists e 


The Oslahoma City office hns no information conearning Subject not already 
provided to the Bureau in referenced letter, oxcept that one re, MADELINS GIYNNE 
MERCHANT, by letter to this office dated August 2, 1948, advised sho had attended 
Oklehomea University in tho Spring of 1935, at.which time she had attended lectures 
given by one Dre EATON (possibly identical with HOWARD 0, EATON, Professor of 
Pailosophy.) Subject stated she was suspicious of Dr. EATON since he bad recone 
mended: te hor as his student, that she givo serious consideration to Socialist 
or State ownership of all property. Sho advised that he also suggested that such 
a change in concepts might be effected by legislation, and should that not bo 
effective, "mild force” or "mild revolution" might have to occur, 


, Ths files of this office reflect HOZARD O, EATON was Faculty Adviser of 
the Equal Education Camnittese at tho University of Oklahoma, whioh, according to 
informants, is controlled by Coummist Party monbors. 


In view of the above, ths Bureau is requested to obtain from the Heade~ 
quarters of OSI any information thoy have concerning Subjeot and/or her assoolation 
with knovm Cammnists. No investigation will be conducted by this office 
inasmuch as it appsars from. information in the fils that she is montally unbelanced. 
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Enclosure to Bureau 
MADELINE GWYNNE MERCHANT 
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT 


co Ae 
po, ye fpnaom 
672 
fst 


DocId: 34278200 


‘ NWwH: 58950 


918 N.E. 18th St. 


Oklahoma City (5) Okla. 
Nov. 17, 1947 
Mr, Williem D. Talley, ; 


‘&; 


Canyon County Coroner, 


Nampa; Idaho. /ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED 


{HEREIN [5 UNCLASSIFIED iN 
Denar Sirs j ‘ 


Will you kindly answer the following questions concerning the 
*balleof=fire™ described in a nows rolease as soen by Mrs. Fay Dorr end ~~ 


\ others on Sunday, Nov. 15, 1947? 


a oe 
~ 


1. ‘Yas the reported nuzber of persons killed (five) correct 7 


2. Of the Pifty persons reported injured, how many are seriously 


injured 

2 5. ‘Are the injuried suffering from burns similar to lightning burns? 
‘4, Direction from which "ball<of-fire" came. 

5. Size, (as accurate as possible) : 

6. Was it seen by others before it entered the cafe kitchen 

7. Did it oxplode? acne 
8. Color 

9.. Exact hour of occurance 

19. Shape of object 

ll. Rewarkes 

12. at tat yeather? ; 

of those 


On & soparato shest of paper, please give any other unusual impressions 
‘ seeing the "ball-of-fire.* 


Thanking you ve for vour earliest possible reply, I an,. 
Docid: Evielnd 4 ae 3 


Nw# : 58950 342 


, Sincerely, ee 


ct 2) 


cc/ The carbon copy enclosed should be mailed to Mr. Francis Finley, FBI Agent- 
In-Charge. 


Federal Building, 
Santa Fe, N.Me 
P.3.. This comeunication should not be discussed any more than absolutely 


necessary to secure the desired details, except with members of the 
FBIsor official members of the War DeP't+ 


‘ 


Additional remarks: 


Use spece beiow if necessary: 
Sotaied 
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9° Sil, Cahora O1ty Bovasber 22, 1949 
oe Director, 5I 


Remo’ dated October 28, 1949, you requssted 
that the Burenu obtzdn from the 23, ikitguantare of the Ofioo of 


tok SGLHAGl Ste of te cbgach 
an Hoveribor, 194. hin foquest was witidrem on on Decarbor 22, 1048, 
$n view of the inf iniienbing that the gubject was suffering 


fam a centel Gsanicrs 


Th view? of 2 the tetigwand of this ahextyractieny ~. 
wi bo ante ty the Burcau as requested dn your TUAATEAT, 
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